Holiday Spirit
Along the Seine
November 29 - December 6, 2019
Delight in the warmth of the holiday season in France, beginning and ending in Paris, which
is truly the “City of Light” at this time of year. As you cruise on a private Grand Circle river ship—
our award-winning M/S Bizet—enjoy the convenience of unpacking just once, with ALL meals included, plus wine, beer,
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner.
During your trip, you’ll disembark to set off on included walking tours of Paris and Rouen, each city alive with the bustling
magic of the season. You’ll also experience exclusive Discovery Series events that bring memorable French holiday
traditions to life, such as a Christmas concert at a Rouen cathedral and lively French cooking and language lessons
onboard. Plus, make the most of your included international airfare by joining our trip extensions in Paris and charming
Aix-en-Provence, France. Joyeux Noel, indeed!
REMINDER: Space for this special journey is available on a first-come, first-serve basis and is truly limited. To reserve
your place today, please call the Southern Exposure office at (269) 962-1255. If you haven’t experienced a Southern
Exposure travel adventure before, feel free to ask questions or meet with our staff.
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Snapshot Itinerary:
Holiday Spirit Along the Seine

Day 5 – Rouen / Walking Tour / Christmas Concert

Travel Dates: November 29 - December 6, 2019

Day 6 – Rouen / Home-Hosted Visit / Mantes La Jolie

Day 1 – Depart U.S.

Day 7 – Mantes La Jolie / Optional Versailles Tour /
Cruise to Paris

Day 2 – Arrive Paris, France / Embark Ship

Day 8 – Paris / Montmartre

Day 3 – Paris / Panoramic Paris Tour

Day 9 – Return to U.S.

Day 4 – Paris / Vernon
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Detailed Itinerary: Holiday Spirit Along the Seine 2019
Day 1 – Depart U.S.
Depart today on your flight to Paris, France.
Day 2 – Arrive Paris, France / Embark Ship
Arrive this morning or afternoon in Paris. You are met at the airport and transferred to your ship, the M/S Bizet. Please
note: If you started your discoveries early with our pre-trip extension to Paris, you will meet up with the main group today.
Get acquainted with your Program Director and your fellow travelers this afternoon. Then this evening, attend a briefing
about the ship and meet the crew. Your Program Director will answer any questions you may have. Later, celebrate your
arrival in France with a Welcome Drink and enjoy dinner on the ship with your fellow travelers.
Day 3 – Paris / Panoramic Paris Tour
This morning, depart for an included panoramic Tour introducing you to the classic highlights of Paris. View the Arc de
Triomphe (commissioned by Napoleon in 1806 and completed in 1836) standing at the end of the famed Champs Elysees
at the large central roundabout where twelve elegant, tree-lined avenues converge. You’ll also drive by the magnificent
Gothic Cathedral of Notre Dame and the Place de la Concorde.
Then, spend the afternoon making discoveries in Paris at your
own pace. For example, head to the Louvre using public
transportation, exploring its many galleries at your leisure.
Or venture out to gilded Palace of Versailles to set eyes on its
magnificent Grand Chambers and the Hall of Mirrors, where
the Treaty of Versailles, ending World War I, was signed in
1919. In the evening, you’ll enjoy the Captain’s Welcome
Drink and the Captain’s Welcome Dinner aboard the ship.
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REMINDER: Space for this special journey is
available on a first-come, first-serve basis and is
truly limited. To reserve your place today, please
call the Southern Exposure office at (269) 962-1255
during business hours. Welcome!

Day 4 – Paris / Vernon
As you depart Paris this morning, get your camera ready as your ship passes La Roche Guyon, where Monet’s close
friend, the artist Pierre-Auguste Renoir, established a studio. Though known primarily for his portraits, Renoir also painted scenes of this beautiful area. As you cruise, admire the town’s castle, built on the chalk cliffs overlooking the River
Seine. This castle served as Rommel’s general headquarters during World War II.
You’ll also enjoy a French language lesson and presentation onboard about French food in an exclusive Discovery Series
event. From escargot to foie gras, you’ll learn about some of the country’s most beloved and delectable treasures.
Arrive in Vernon early this afternoon. With only 25,000 residents, Vernon retains the Old World charm that has endured
since it was founded as a royal town in the ninth century. After lunch onboard, you’ll disembark for a walking Tour of the
city with your Program Director before having a bit of time
to stroll around this lovely town. Late this evening, your ship
will set sail for Rouen.
Day 5 – Rouen / Walking Tour / Christmas Concert
Disembark in Rouen for a walking Tour with a local guide
this morning. Rouen is an important French commercial port
city with a distinguished history dating to pre-Roman times.
But it is more “infamous” as the city where Joan of Arc was
imprisoned, tried for heresy, and burned at the stake in 1431.
Here, you’ll stroll through the Old Quarter, with its hundreds
of timber-framed houses, and you’ll also visit a small chocolatier for a tasty sample.
After lunch, gather at Rouen’s Notre Dame Cathedral—a
Gothic architectural treasure so inspirational to Monet—for
a special Christmas concert. For at least six centuries, Choir
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Masters have trained students in liturgical music, some
going on to become world-renowned conductors and
composers. You’ll revel in an inspiring concert of seasonal music here.

What to Expect: Holiday Spirit
Along the Seine 2019
We will make every effort to accommodate your
travel needs and make sure you have a pleasant,
memorable experience. At the same time, it is
important to note the following advisories:

The rest of the afternoon will be yours to make your own
discoveries. Then you’ll enjoy dinner aboard the ship,
which will remain docked in Rouen tonight.

Physical Requirements: 9 days, with 7 nights
aboard the M/S Bizet. Not accessible for travelers
using wheelchairs or scooters. Travelers using
walkers, crutches, or other mobility aids must travel
with a companion who can assist them throughout
the trip. You must be able to walk 1-3 miles
unassisted and participate in 2-3 hours of physical
activities each day, including stairs.

Day 6 – Rouen / Home-Hosted Visit / Mantes La Jolie
In the morning, visit a family at their home in Rouen,
where you’ll share both a lively cultural exchange and a
few local treats. Please note: Due to holiday schedules,
this visit will be subject to change for 12/21/18 departures.
After lunch onboard early this afternoon, your ship will
set sail for Mantes La Jolie, arriving late this evening.
As you cruise, you’ll enjoy an exclusive Discovery Series
event, a French cooking lesson given by your Executive
Chef.

Terrain & Transportation: Travel over uneven
walking surfaces, including steep and unpaved paths,
hills, stairs, and cobblestones, which can be slippery
in wet or colder conditions. Travel by 45-passenger
coach and 120-passenger river ship. Throughout the
Holiday River Cruise season, weather conditions
and tides affect European river depths; water levels
may require adjustments to your itinerary. Meals will
be a mix of local specialties and familiar American
standards. Meals onboard feature a variety of entrée
options, including vegetarian.

Day 7 – Mantes La Jolie / Optional Versailles Tour /
Cruise to Paris
This morning you’ll have time at leisure to explore
Mantes La Jolie on your own, being sure to visit its most
beloved building, the Notre Dame Cathedral. Dating from
the end of the twelfth century, Notre Dame replaced the
church burned down by William the Conqueror in 1087,
during a siege of the town that cost him his life.

Climate: Daytime temperatures range from 4151°F during cruising season. Rain, ice, snow, and
wind are possible during the holiday season.

Or, join an optional Tour of the Palace of Versailles. This
morning excursion to the palace includes a guided Tour
through its Grand Chambers, the Hall of Mirrors, and the
Royal Chapel. You’ll marvel at luminous decorations of
marble, chased bronze, and gold leaf, with Rococo-style
woodwork, and Italian-style painted ceilings—the home
of 3,000 princes, ministers, and servants.

Passport & Visa Information
U.S. citizens do not need a visa for this trip. Your
passport should meet these requirements for this
itinerary. It should be valid for at least 6 months
after your scheduled return to the U.S. It should have
the recommended number of blank pages (refer to
the U.S. State Department handbook for details).
The blank pages must be labeled “Visas” at the top.
Pages labeled “Amendments and Endorsements” are
not acceptable.

Early this afternoon, you’ll enjoy lunch onboard and your
ship will set sail for Paris. As you cruise, you’ll enjoy an
exclusive Discovery Series presentation about Monet and
his work. Over the course of two years, Monet painted
Rouen’s Notre Dame Cathedral more than 20 times, capturing how variations in light due to weather and time of
day changed the image he saw before him.

Vaccinations Information
Generally speaking, vaccinations are not needed for
this trip. However, for the latest list of vaccinations
that may be recommended for this trip, please visit
the CDC’s “Traveler’s Health” website at www.cdc.
gov/travel. We strongly recommend that you have an
annual physical checkup and any dental work done
in advance of your departure. For more information,
contact Southern Exposure at (269) 962-1255.

As you near your arrival in Paris, you’ll enjoy a dinner
onboard. Arrive in the city late this evening, and your
ship will remain docked here overnight. Please note: To
take advantage of our optional Tour, you must purchase
it in advance, prior to your departure. This Tour features
sustained walking and standing, and we could encounter
crowds.
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Day 8 – Paris / Montmartre
Join an included Tour to Montmartre, one of the most famous districts in Paris. A lively area that has attracted artists since
the 1800s, Montmartre is located on the highest hill in Paris. Explore the romantic Montmartre area and the small streets
that wind through it, perhaps capturing some of the ambiance from the time of Monet, Van Gogh, and Toulouse-Lautrec.
You’ll have free time for a stop at a cafe for a drink and do some holiday shopping. Please note: This Tour features walking up and down cobblestone streets.
Discover Paris at your own pace this afternoon, perhaps visiting the Musee d’Orsay, housed in a notable building and
known for its collection of Impressionist, post-Impressionist, and Art Nouveau works. In advance of the 1900 World’s
Fair, the architect Victor Laloux won a competition to build a new train station, which he gave a facade of a classic stone
hotel, creating a structure that naturally integrated with its elegant neighborhood. The 1898 building served a number of
purposes after 1940, when it was no longer suitable for modern trains. It opened as a museum in 1986. Tonight, gather
with your fellow travelers for a Farewell Drink along with dinner aboard the ship.
Day 9 – Return to the U.S.
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What’s Included in the Package
International round-trip airfare from Detroit
Metro Airport to and from France.
Accommodations: for 7 nights aboard Grand
Circle’s M/S Bizet in an outside cabin.
20 meals: 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches, and 7 dinners—
plus all onboard house beer, wine, and soft drinks.
4 included Tours with personal headsets and
6 exclusive Discovery Series events—French
cheese presentation / Home-Hosted visit /
Christmas concert at Rouen’s Notre Dame
Cathedral / French language and cooking lessons
/ French Christmas traditions discussion / Monet
& His Work discussion.
Local Program Directors, a Grand Circle Cruise
Line exclusive: These dedicated experts are with
you (and no more than 47 travelers) every step
of the way to provide insider’s knowledge and the
perspective that will enrich your experience.
Gratuities for local guides and motorcoach drivers
All port charges: a value of $165 per person
Traveling in style with your friends from 		
Southern Exposure!
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Pricing Summary & Trip Dates
Trip Name:
Trip Dates:
Base Price:
Ship Level A:
Ship Level B:
Ship Level C:
Ship Level D:
Rd. Trip Airfare:
Trip Insurance:

TOUR RESERVATION POLICY:

Holiday Spirit Along the Seine 2019
November 29 - December 6, 2019

Reservations can be made by calling Southern
Exposure Farm at (269) 962-1255. A $500 deposit
is required to guarantee your place (check, cash or
credit card accepted), fully refundable until 65 days
prior to departure. Remaining balance due 90 days
before departure.

$1,845
$1,795
$1,645
$1,595
$1,000 (DTW)
$399 (highly recommended)

Note: The information, dates and prices provided in
this document are estimates only based on currently
available information. Pricing and itinerary are
subject to change.

Trip Cancellation Coverage – Trip cancellation insurance for “Holiday Spirit Along the Seine 2019” is not
required but is highly recommended. For details and
coverage information, please contact Southern Exposure
at (269) 962-1255 during regular business hours.

Pricing Disclaimer: Every effort will be made to
provide accurate pricing information. Operator
reserves the right to correct promotional or pricing
errors at any time, or to increase the trip price in
the event of cost increases due to changes in
airfares, cruise fares, currency fluctuations, venue
fee increases, taxes, or fuel surcharges, or other
reasons, unless you pre-paid according to the terms
of the Good Buy Plan prior to the cost increase
going into effect. For more information, please
contact Southern Exposure at (269) 962-1255.

Reservation Deposit: The deposit to reserve your space
on this trip is $500 per person, fully refundable until 65
days prior to departure.
Need Help? For personal assistance or more information
about this trip in the meantime, please call the Southern
Exposure office during normal business hours at (269)
962-1255, Monday - Friday.
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